
  
 
 

 
 
 

2018 BBRSDA Board of Directors Election 
ABE WILLIAMS: CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES 

 
1. Why do you want to be a BBRSDA board member?  

My interest in being a board member of the BBRSDA comes from the many years of participating in the fishery, 
born and raised in Bristol Bay I have experienced the highs and lows of both, run returns and the value of the 
sockeye harvest. In the most recent years we have seen some drastic changes that include processing methods, 
chilling mandates, harvesting and handling practices, these name a few that bring the RSDA in line with our 
mission of raising awareness and value of our brand.     
 

2. What do you think is the most important mission for the BBRSDA and why? 
I think the most important mission for the BBRSDA is to continue a multifaceted approach that will focus on 
quality and marketing that achieves a value as sustainable as our fishery.  
 

3. In your view, what are three priorities the BBRSDA should focus on (within the legal limits referred to above) 
and why?  
The three priorities the BBRSDA should focus on are listed in no priority of order. Marketing, Quality, and 
Sustainability are key to the value of our fishery should maintain the focus of the BBRSDA. These three 
benchmarks of Bristol Bay Brand and need to be the focus to bring the needed value back to our fishery.     
 

4. The BBRSDA's Strategic Plan lists specific strategies for maximizing the value of the Bristol Bay salmon fishery. 
Do you believe those strategies are an effective guide for accomplishing that goal, and if not, how should they 
be modified? 
I have been a part of the board while planning these Strategies and believe they will be an effective guide for the 
near future. I also believe the BBRSDA can look into other options that have been burdensome on our value. 1. 
Being limits that have caused a financial setbacks for everyone over many years 2. The ongoing efforts of what I 
see as the majority of members supporting permit stacking to achieve an optimum number of boats in our 
fishery. These things have finical benefits to our members and need to be considered while raising value.      

 
5. Is there another issue that you would like to respond to?  

Pebble! My affiliation to the Pebble project has been seen by some as unacceptable, while I respect those and 
their opposition to the project, here is my side. I have worked with Native Tribes, Village Corporations and locals 
closest to the project that have supported a Due Process position. This position has not been formed without 
the utmost consideration of the fishery and its subsistence value. My choice was made with respect to an 
economic crisis in Bristol Bay that seems to go unrecognized outside of our fishery and I stood with what many 
describe as the Minority regarding Pebble.




